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GE!~EJtHD D:W.L.J...!.:!..:.,... c; :coos 

Economic and Social Pron.:ramrne of tho Labour Party 

Labour put~ people first. The n~ovision of nroductive 
e!l}ployment i.s the central point of Labour• s nolicy. 

The tesults of the recent census dramatically show the 
need for change. Our population sta1:J.s now at only 2,815,000. 
The decline in our population in the f.~ years since 1956 
has been srcater than that recordGd in the _t_hirty years up to 
1956. ifot cmigro.tion ovor the last five years has amounted to 
the st~rtli~0 fi;ure of 216,000, the highest rate recorded 
since tho State was established. 

A declining population means that an increasing proportion 
of the people are aged or infirm, it men.ns a smaller home 
market for the products of our farms and f::ict-ories, less demand 
for transport and other services, few0r shops. It rieans 
stagnation and decay. 

That is why the Labour Party emphasises the neod for change 
and lays stress in its economic policy on measures that will 
bring about an increase in employment in order to arrest and 
reverse tho decline in population. 

EGOF@MIC POLI.,X 
The basic need today is to develop our economy so as to 

raise living standards, expand employment and so stem the 
ruinous drain of emigration. Economic expansion must have 
top priority. 

The aims of Labour's economic policy are (a) the utilisation 
of all tho resources of the nation, (b) full employment and (c) 
fair shares for all in the nation's wealth. 

Our economy must be planned so that none of our resources -
physical or human - are left idle or wasted. Economic planning 
can ensure that by a combination of public enterprise, co-oporut ivt 
effort and private initiative, all our productive potentialities 
are fully developed. 

Labour stands for public ownership and public control so 
f::1r as it is necessary to safeguard or promote impor~ant 
community interests and will urge the establishment of new 
enterprises under public ownership or control. Labour recogn;i.se::­
however, that private enterprise should be as~isted in those 
fields in which it prove3 ablG to combine efficiency and the 
will to expand with responsibility towards the consumers, the 
employees and the community. 

EC F•NIC PLAFFI1W 
iJi ether economic activities are based upon private 

enterprise or various forms of public ownership, they must be 
co-ordinated in a planned economy 4n order to prevent any of 

-~7~ res ou,_rcQ.S,._beine was tod or lyfilg__Ldl.§_~~g,Jnation-1illd __ _ 
.,:,:" planning must be under public direction but the various 
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economic groups and trade or:;c.nisntions such as tho trade unions 
should be consulted where decisions concerning the broad lines 
of economic policy aro involved. 

To assist tho Government and the Oiroacht:::..s in co.rrying 
out their functions of directing the' economy and l)lo.nning the 
full utilisation of all our resources thoro should be a 
plannin0 body of indepondent'oxports. The functions of this 
body would include -

( G.) 

(b) 

( C ) 

( d) 

( e) 

tho nronarution of Q nro~r~mme for an increased rate 
~f invcst~ont in Droductivo projects SO as to provide 
more productive employment, 
t:i.']o co-ordination of tho level of public o.nd privc.te 
investment, so as to c:1aintai:".1 a steady rate of 
increo.so in overall i.nvos tmont. 
tho co-ordination of tho work of the various State 
bodies and Governm0nt Departments concerned with 
productive projects particulQrly with a view to the 
working out of new projects iiJhich could be undertaken 
by a pooling of resources. 
to co-ordinate the programme for economic growth with 
tho educational programme. 
tho prov is ion of a char;_nel whereby information 
QVailablo to tho various industries concerning future 
developments could be siven to the planning body so 
that nec0ssary steps could be taken in time to meet 
now developments. 

Tho planning body would Qssist tho Government in working 
out a flexible ovor-all national economic plan and an annual 
economic budget which the Government would implement through 
its control of investment, crodit and taxation policies. 

The body iiJOuld also assist private industry in working out 
expansion plans after consultation with both sides of industry 
through Development Councils for tho different industries, the 
Government providing such assistance as might be necessary to 
carry through the plans for expansion. 

Tho planning body would report to a Minister for Economic 
Affairs who would be the Government Minister responsible for 
economic affairs genor~lly and for tho co~ordination of the 
economic policies Qnd activities of our Dopa.rtments such as 
Finance, Industry nnd Commerce, Agriculture, Transport and Power, 

FIE!J.VCIAL POLICY 
Financial policy should bo directed towards raising 

national production and living standards and facilitating 
nocossary economic and social reforms, Its aims should be to 
provide the financial means necessary to fulfil the tasks of 
economic policy sot by the Government and to exert o. stabilising 
influence on economic activity. 

Money o.nd credit must be subo:rdino.ted to tho public 
interest and in particular credit ,policy must bo so directed,. 
as to provide the capi_tal noodo4 tor t~~-~evolop~ntlrrf the 
economy a.mr--trns rate of intoros t~-P~as ow as poss Te. 
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· :tfo.tional sav:ings must be invested in our own country. and tho 
capitul resourco3 available from such savings nuzmontod by tho 
r0pat:eiat ion for productive development purposss of 3omc of tbo 
hundreds of mill-ions of pounds worth of assets hold abroad • 

• 
~-

Changes aro necessary in our c6ntral banking system. In 
pa.J~ticular the funds at tbe disnosal of tho Central Bank 
including those of the Lertal To11d.:)r i:ot,J Fund must be me.de 
nvailo..blZ to r1ha tcvor ex t~nt i;:; r:ocs s sary for national develop­
mcnt 9ur:;:os ::.s. 

TA::ATIOE 
.!.'he 'oasis of taxation policy must be to socure a fair 

distribution of the burden of t2xation according to ability to 
pay. Tho ::;ror:th of indirect taxation imposed on tho mass of 
the Jeoplo must bo curbed. 

The introduction of a tax on certain types of capital 
gains which at the moment are froe of tax should be considered 
and stops taken to ensure that tax evasion by any section of 
tho community is ended. An easing of the burden of tax on 
the lower and middle income group is also wD.rrs.ntod • 

PUBLIC E:::s:1::::'\PRISES 
Existing State o.nd semi-state bodies must be encouraged 

to r2..isc tboir productive efficiency and to extend their field3 
of operation. In particular there must be full dove lopment of 
the bogs, the extension of aloctrification, the further 
dovelopmont of a co-ordinated public transport system, an 
incroaso in our national merchant shipping fleet particularly 
for coas cf.'.l and cross-channel trade, and n. further expansion 
of food-processing industries under State auspices. 

New :3tato-sponsorod bodies to develop new enterprises, 
particularly in the field of chemicals and plastics, should 
be established • 

Greater opportunities for Dail Eiroann to maintain contact 
with and to review tho policies and activities of State bodies 
are necessary. 

With c. view to tho development and expo.ns ion of the fores try 
programme responsibility for afforestation should be taken 
away from the Department of Lands and put under a N&tional 
Forestry Authority which would undorto.ko the planting 
pro6rQmmc o.nd be responsible for·tho setting up undor State 
2..uDpicos of industries using forestry products. 

An Bord Iasc8.igh Mharo. should bo re-organised and made 
tho instrum0nt for a progressive fisheries policy aimed at tho 
full dovoloumont of our fisheries on a national basis and 
:eared t O home and export marko t S by the es ta.blishmont of 0. 

substQntial fishinrr fleet into which tho inshore fishermen 
C 

would bo integrated. 
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DTDTJSTRIAL DEVELOPME~JT 
Tho dovolopmont of existing industries nnd tho ostablishmont 

of non industries must be pressed forYnrd vigourously. 1Tew 
indust~ios should be set uu under StGto ausnices. Efforts 
should bo made to get Stat~ enterprises in ~ther European 
countries to co .. operate in ostablishin-r 18.r~c-scalo neu 
industries here producing for ex~ort nurkots. 

In cases nhere substantiGl cc~ital crants are mude avail­
::'..blc by J-.n Fora.s Tionsc:11 to r:0~:; iDdustries, there should be 
provision for public p~rtici~~tion in some fo~m or other in 
the ,:mto:::ir,ri:::o, 

In view of its structure G.nd tt0 domination by a couple 
of concerns, tho flour-milling industry should be taken into 
public ownership. 

~.-i'here·-oxterno.l tro.ding conditions me.kc it necessary, the 
ration~lisQtion and reorg~nisation of particular branches of 
industry should be c,ssisted by gono~ous State grants on certain 
conditions. Such reorganisation should b0 carried through by 
Development Councils on which trade unions would bo represented, 
with due rogard to the protection of tho workers' rights o.nd 
of the consumor 1 s interest. 

Labour will strive .for tho oxt0ns ion of tho right of 
workers in industris..:i. onterprisos and their trade unions to be 
fully consulted on·a11 matters concerning their security and 
livelihood, 

An ,:::xtonsion of State assists.nee through Coras Trachtala. 
for 0xport ma.rketing and tho encourago~ent of co-oJorative 
marketing abroad should have a very high priority • 

AGRICULTURE 
--Labour's farm policy is based on the interests of the small 
and medium-size farms and not one which fo.voura the minority of 
big farmers. It aims at higher production from tho land as 
well ns more efficient production. 

Assistance to o.griculture should be primarily directed 
towards provid·ing improved marketing arrangements, tho increased 
use of fertilisers, cheap crodit facilities and a comprehensive 
technical advisory service. 

_ A primary aim should be the 0ncourag0mont of co-operation 
among farmers and to this ond the Sto.to should lend generous 
n,,_..,.,..'Y\~ fQ "..J.l.of'+'Cil"t" to QXtCl7-rl thQ 0.nnl-\Anr-..-,.n J' -.-. ..... ~l•.,.,.., 
co-0Do1:L:ci v~:i-pr1'!rc:ri,1.8z 1n 1 ... Jr ..... :r nrco.s a.nd, where poss ib o, 
should channol State assistance to an increasing extent through 

.... -~ _ _c_o•op.9rc..tiy_g~qI'g;<lnisatinrLs..... -.-.:....--~· . ~-~.~~·-
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Labour Dill urge the fixing of nriccs for farm products 
a.t c. level 0fnich will :;u8.ro.ntoo offic:...cnt f1lrmors a. fair return 
for t:icir l::.b our. 

I • f •t k 'L • • n view o 1 s oy posi,~J..OD. 1.n tt. 0 r:..·-ricultur'1.l ,:;cor..or.rr; 
Ln.bour boliovos thc..t there is need tor .:rn:;ci;J.l :.::sist, nco r'or 
tho de:.ir-ring indu3 trv • This c'.3S is CJ;1CC should bo directed 
t ov12.rds i,::.prov inr; th; quo.11 ty of st 0ck and raising milk yields 
L"cnd f~cilit8.ting tho r:1c.r}c;tir..~ ::-..bro:'..d of dairy produce. 

:-:1,::':J ·;r of' pilot .:r.rl --::.:-::or:c tr~. t ion farms should be 
ost~bli8hcd in 00.ch country. 

A spaci~l State ~go:r.cy should m~ko available fa.rms 
purchQsGd on th0 open market for re~ting to fnrmor 1 s sons and 
farm work011 s. 

Thero should be rigidly onforcod restrictions on the 
purchase of fD.rm land by foreigners • 

Action should bu taken to ensure that lo.rgo holdings a.re 
worked efficiently o.nd that our most important natural resource 
is not wo.s tod, (About one-third of tho t oto.l aroo. of all 
o.gricultur~l holdi~gs is on holdings of over £50 VQluation). 

TRAPS PORT 
--------:-J1he effic.iency of the tr~nsport sGrvices is vital to both 
industry and agriculture and to mo::it tho needs of the travelling 
public. Careful planning and tho uso of the most modern and 
efficient systems is essential if tr~:.nsport costs are to be 
kopt low and tho wage standCLrds of tro.nsport workers improved, 
Labour proposes the osto.blishmont of o.. Transport Research Unit 
which would undertake tho scientific study of tra.ffic and 
tro.nsport problems. Such n. stud:, -would yield returns and 
scvings far in oxcoss of tho cost of the study as wall as 
contributing towards a reduction in the appalling toll of roo.d 
nccidonts, 

Labour also proposes restrictions on tho res_nle of 
defective vorhicles, a reduction in tho statutory limit on the 
hours of driving of all drivers of commercial vehicles and tho 
continuing review of traffic re3ulations by a representative 
committoo. 

TOURISM 
Tourism, as ono of our main income-earners, must be 

dovolopod far beyond its present lovol. Lo.bour believes tha.t 
the emph~sis in tourist promotion should be on attracting tho 
ordinary tourist and holido.y-mo.kcr to spend their holidays 
in Irelund. 

Tho provision of grants for hotel accommodation must extend 
to s~all hotel and guest-house owners. 

-
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LOCAL GOV:S:..L'!El?T 
Locc..l Gove:i"nmont is in theory :·._,:,r':.ocratic in tho.t tho 

people of a particular locality direct its affairs through 
thair elected local reprcsent~tivas. In fact the theory has 
very little to do r?ith practice. f>io.ny local natters a.re now 
o. mano.gorio.l function and mo.no.so:.."'ic.1 D .. cc ountc.bili ty to the 
public and its roprosontativos is li~itcd. In no fiold of 
government is there more buroo.uc:r[.1.tic control yo t tho n:a t ters 
don.It with, ho8.lth services, housinc;, roo.cts, :Jtc., touch evory 
ci tizon. 

L::bour -;--ror,o::; ,.<, ti', 1. r:, .!.n :-;,~ncr·: .. l the pr inc iplu of public 
:•C"OUr::1-:,l,-,1-:;.,. ·r.r1 n. , .. ,..,,, ... ,-....1;i-,, fnr 0 trio conduct of ,..,11 public .- \.., .., V ._ I._ --. _._ ..L L .f ~_.,..,,. -l.. ~ - 1 _:, ..__J l. ... ..__., .. ,_, -- -- -- ,.., r/ - ,_ - ... • <..A 

scrvic0:::; snoulci b0 r-,:;-introduc0d -::.nd tho.t the v:holo administr­
ation of loc::.~ .. 1 :::.ffrli::.'s :::;houlcl ·:,0 ~0 oor;2nis0d in n.ccordo.nco with 
this princiyl0. 

This nould be a lon[;-term project but progress could be 
mado stop by step towards a systc~, r:hercby certain nation::11 
sorvicos, at present administered loc~lly, were provided for 
ec..ch locality by the Government Fhich uould be answorablo to 
tho D~il, certain services would remain with existing local 

.authorities but with full D.ccountc..bility of tho manager to 
the elected representatives and certain other services nould 
bo administered on a truly local basis. 

Those chang,Js nE;ed not involve c.ny change in the ruspons­
ibility of local administra€ivo areas to pay for the services 
at present roceivod, o.lthough any inequities in the manner in 
which tho burden of rate charges arc levied could be investig­
ated. 

The manner of tackling this whole problem would require 
c:1reful o..nc1 continuous planning. Labour proposes that this , 
planning should co1nm0nce without dol2..y o..nd that progress should 
be made stage by stage as quickly ns possible towards the 
os to.blishmont of truo local democreccy. 

RATES AtD VALUATIONS 
The present system of valuations is archaic, 8. barrier to 

progress, and an invitation to 0vasion. So long as an extension 
to, or improvement of property may bo f ollovrnd by a completely 
disproportionate increase in valuation there is a dis1nccntivo 
ago.inst investment in improvements. 

Labour proposes to replace the present sys tern of valuation 
by a standardised system of valuation based on rent in a 
notional year. Thus if an improyomont is made VJhich increases 
the rentable value of a property by 10 per cent., tho rateable 
valuation would not increase by more than 10 per cent. The 
removal of all the inequities which have arisen under tho presoi 
system will take some time to comploto, but it is proposed th~t 
tho introduction of the new system VJOUld have immediato applic­
ation to now buildings and improvements to old buildings. 

SOCIAL WELFARE 
Lhbou1-. 1 s social policy n.im~ 2..t gi':ing protection against 

-~o--......._-"-~--p-ovet'-~--s.s.--und e.conon~ 1,.1'.}SCCP~J--~ii[ JVt'.:. •. ~~....§ ~~: ~-.,,,,.. 
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respect tho personality o.nd d1 6n1t~, of tl1c indiviuuo..l. 
Evcryon,:; nho- is not in a position to --~:rr: bis .living r:1Ust bo 
o.s::mrcd c..r.. 0xistencc ,-:orthy of :::_ hur.-:~-n boinc. 

Lo.bour proposes thect social nolf.::-.r,_; :.'OD(:fits and pensions 
should be ~~ise~ according o.s tho natio~~l ircorns risos, tho.t 
tho quo.lifying age for old o.gc po~sions 3 hould t~ r0duc~d grud­
uo.lly to 65 yeo_rs and thn.t o. no.tiono.l indu.:.;Lri·~l injuries 
sch0mo should roplo.ce tho prosont 1."fo:"'l-:mon1 ::i Conpcnso_tion. 

i~bcu~ nrono~s~ th~ (~~~blisho~nt of n nn.tiono.l health 
"'r~•vic,-- ~;,,,-,t -.. n;,1rl ro•-"·-r, •0 11 - r,nlo-1-~cns fo.rmers With holdings 
~~-•-. ~' ..1 ... ...,-- .tJU-'""" ~ "-·~"" ~ .,.-.~,.,..., , --.,/' 

undor S50 ?.L.V. ~nd certain other s0lf-omployed persons, 
to~c thor ,-:i th tho ir ,Jopondonts. 

Initio.lly this service YJould provide froo hospital o.nd 
spoci2.list services :__1nd o. homo c..nd c;cnoral pro.ctitionor service 
with choice of doctor without s.ny dir:ct charge. Tho service 
would 3radu~lly be extended to cover~ free dontal service for 
children and young persons and c. dor.t2l sorvico for adults 
nith moderate cho.rgos as well as o.ssistc .. nco in meeting the cost 
of medicines and drugs. 

Tho additional cost of tho proposed service over and above 
what is spont on tho existing health services would be met from 
insure.nee contributions piyablo by persons insured under the new 
scheme o.nd by employers. 

It is proposed th~t the hoalth service be administered by 
a Eo.tiono.l 5oalth Boo.rd which would include representatives of 
insur.:;d pEJrsons, the medical and nursing profession, the 
Dopartmont of Hoo.1th o.nd tho Local Hoo.1th Authorities. 

Ponding tho introduction of a health scheme such as is 
proposed, there should be o. modification of the methods of 
administr:ition of the existing hoo.lth servic0s particularly in 
ro3ard to qualifico.tion for Medical aegister cards for tho 
Lower Income Groups and to ensuro thr.t ci.11 who aro in noed of 
medical services will receive them. 

Labour also proposes that the mental health service be 
reorganised in conformity with tho bGst modern practices. 

Additional measures be taken for the rehabilitation of 
disabled persons and the blind. 

HOUSIPG 
Tho local o.uthority housing pro_,ro.mmo is by no means 

completed. Labour will press for tho speedy implementation of 
tho progrn.mmo so tho.tall fn.milios will be pr-oporly housed 
and slums, overcrov1ding and bad housing conditions eliminated. 
Thero should be a revision of locn charges and subsidies for 
loco.l n.ut}1ority and grant housing so o.s to oase the burden 
of high rants o.nd loan ropc.ymcnts • 

" :1i/fl:~};,;,} 

-=---= - tabOUl", w11i-~propose legislo.tTon t O. ena'6Ie nous"'bnoldcrs~ to~-;--­
purchaso tho ground rent of the houses on an oqui~able basis. 
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LABOUR C0:0E 
The Lo.bour Party proposes that cxistinc code of labour 

legislation be extended o.nd improved -:-,nd in-pa.~ ... ticul2.r that it 
should include provision for a shorter ~orkin~ week, increased 
annuo.l holidays~ bet tor shift pa:yments, '.l rn: t Ionc..l scheme of 
redundancy compensation paid for b-y o:;:nlo·;srs ··:i th Sta to 
o.tisistance, improvod hen.1th, safety und ~/01.:':::i.r;:; ro::;uln.tionn 
for workers with special protect ion for v,om"-'n o.nd young persons, 
equal pay for equal work for :non c.r.c: · 1 omen, o. joint industrial 
council to sot minir1ur:1 ·:1'l :.3 c,cd. conditions for farm workers 
that Tiduld co~rec)0nj ~~nir~lly vith the standards of urban 
"..','ork:~s. 

2DUC.i"TI0:i'i 
'Ehc-n2.tion cr:mnot o.ff'ord to lot a:..lont go to waste. Labour 

beliovcs that it is a mo.ttor of th0 highest importance that 
tho gonoral level of education should be continuously raised. 
If this objective is to bo realised, our educational systom 
must provide opportunities to every child to develop his 
capabilities to tho fullest. 

Moro and better schools arc needed with smaller classes 
and a.dequato sta.ffing. Syllabunos nood to be adapted to modern 
requirements with a greater emphasis on tho teaching of science 
and modern lc.nguages, 

Education in secondary o.nd vocational schools should be 
free, 

There is an urgon.t need for nntion-vvide facilities for 
vocational and career guidance. 

Thero is need for improvod tro.ining fo.cilities for entraJ1ts 
to industry. 

Every young person must bo given tho opportunity of 
obtaining the education appropriate to his capacity. Entry 
to hichor education whether at the universities or o..t 
technologicc..l institutions should be open to r..11 stud0nts who 
may hnvo th9 capacity to benof it fron such education. To 
achieve thi~ end it will be necessary to make changes in tho 
fo.cilitios available to studonts prior to entry c1.nd in the 
requirements for entry into such institutions. 

Grants, loD.ns and soholarships touo.rds tho mo.intonn.nco of 
students o.ttondin0 institutions of higher educD.tion o.s well 
n.s tov10.rds tho cost of fees should bo available to students 
-who quo.lify for such courses. To mn.ko this proposal feas iblo 
Labour proposes that accommodation in tho form of student 
hostels should be such that these Co.n be used for hotel purposes 
during tho summer tourist season. 

Labour also proposes tho.t there should,b? s. co-or~ino..ting 
body to assist in the development .Pf scientific, techn1co.l o.nd 
tochnologica.l education as rupidlY us possible n.nd in the manner 

~---m,'\,jof¼,s....,..t~~~Of,-r-4.~~-t.o- -na~i.onal:~EL®~rom.Qnts!:;.. __ Such. 0- body could 
co-ordinate the use of scarce resources of equipment and · 
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pers onncl, ri..::i.kc.; o.rro.ngcment s for the inturchango of s tuder,:ts, 
erro.nge for the undertaking of specific projects of training 
or r.ose:::-.Y'ch in accordance with' the needs of industry or of 
no.tiona.l economic plannin13, advise th,_:; Government on the 
manner in which increased allocations for 3cientific o.nd 
technological tr-::1.ining might most usefully b,:;; spent, und so 
on, 

Adult oducaticn schemes should 
tho Stato. 

generously assisted by 

Jircct Govsrnner..t help for the i~rts in general should bo 
far r:orc, c;::n::crous th::m at present. In this field wo lag behind 
practically every other country in Europe. Government a.id 
to tho Arts should be mainly ch2.nnellod through the Arts 
Council ·dhich o.t tho moment is 6rnvcly hampered by lack of funds. 

IRISH LANGUAGE 
Efforts to revive Irish have not had as much success as 

was hoped when the State was set up. Labour believes that the 
reason for this lies largely with the methods used to encourage 
use of tho language. It is necessary imm0diately to have these 
methods examined closely including examination by experts from 
countries which have had linguistic problems of a somewhat 
similar natur0 to ours. 

Tho a.im in this field must be to have a properly educated 
people with a good speaking knowled~e of Irish and English. 
It is obvious that this aim will not be realised if tho methods 
and policies of the past forty yenrs are continued. 

GAELTACHT 
If tho present emigration rate from the Gaeltacht 

continues it will have dis2.ppearod con:pletoly within a few 
deco.dos. The Department of tho Gaeltacht has beon ineffective. 
It should either be abolished or radically reorganised. 

The economic problems of tho Gaeltacht are the same as 
those of tho other areas on the western seaboard a.nd to 
differentiate between them economically is unrealistic. On 
the other hand, it is desirable nationally to expand the 
Gaeltacht and to make it possible for the people in these 
areas to remain at home. 

,, Education is the koy to this. Special secondo.ry schools 
should be sot up in all Gaeltacht arons and full courses given 
free of chnrge to all children living there and capable of 
benefiting from such education. Only in this way can the people 
of the Gaeltacht take their proper plQce in the country. If 
this is not done swiftly Irish speakers will disappear from the 
Gaolta.cht and with them will disappear the last hopes of making 
Irish in fact ns well as in theory one of the real languages 
of Ireland. 
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of advertisers, o.dvortising ngencic 3 or commercial studios. It 
must be o. nntiono.l service in tho be.st scn:30 of tho word. A 
genuine effort must bo mo.do to me.kc it::::. truly pub1icly-controllod 
se:rvice 8.nd to ensure thr:t it does not t0comc tho plaything of 
busL1essmon, o.dvortisers or 1ct-rich-quid::ly operators o.s has 
ho.pponcd with commercial t olovis ion in .i~',J:l t ~'r it nin. 

' L.A.V.J HEFOJJ'I AFD LEGAL AID 
-~-~-~ ~ ·The-p:>ogrammo of----riH reform r.'n1cc succos s i vo Governments 
h:::..vc unde:.0 ta.ken should be nrcs-· .. :d fo:"·,·.rd with grsc.ter speed so 
t't.::.t -::.11 l..:;:~:.l :::n::c!'.rc:·,i.s::.:, ·-;,:c~ :_0 -.ccumulation of archaic lavJ 
:.:re: : ..... ~~,ov .:.l fy,o;-:-i t:l-::. Dt:2.tut0 ~:coo:~ ::~;:-,;,d ,. modern codo of law 
·~:i:.~:1~~1 c~~ ·:" ~ ... 1 ·.:q,.i~.t:.- ·::-:,.i tr1-:_. t:tlJt~lcc s1_1_bstitu.tsd. 

Labour proposss that stops should be taken to introduce 
u legal ~id scheme ~hich would nssist people of modest means 
\':Tho m2.-::,,- find it necossnry to huvo ::'ocourse to tho logo.l profession 
or to the courts, in order thc,.t lnck of means will not deny 
justice to :.-..ny citizen. 

PUBLIC SEJ.VICE BUREAU 
-- Labour proposes that a Public Sorvico Bureau should be set 
up under the Department of the Taoiseach which would ensure that 
o.dminis trc.. ti vo just ice is se cu rod to c.11 citizens. The Bureau 
would huvo as its main object the avoid~nco of administrative 
injustice, whether deriving f::.·om tl1e buroaucratic failure to 
administer public services in the public interest, or from 
errors and inequities in legislation or regulations. The Bureau 
would ulso prevent injustices o.rising from i3norance by advising 
citizens and helping them to obtain the public s8rvices to which 
thoy wore entitled under law. 

The operation of the Bureau would not interfere with the 
dischnrgo by public representatives of their responsibility to 
the public. Rather would it assist public representatives, 
trade union officiula, develop~ont associations and other 
bodies to perform their functions. 

They, c.nd tho public genor8.lly, would have ava1lo.ble an 
officio.l information servico ut loco.l luvel. Persons seeking 
information as to their entitlement to benefits or grants would 
be advised, and enquiries forwo.rdod to tho npproprinto department. 

Tho Burec.u would accept complaints from individuals 
concerning the action or oporo.tior: of c.ny public service, and 
vihcre their grievance appeei.rod justified, it would bo invost­
igatod by inspectors directly rcsponisble to the Bureau. 

Tho oporo.tion of the Buroau would further assist the work 
of public :aoprosentativos by providing then with information 
concerni0~ inequities arising from the 0~0ration of existing 
Laws. 

There would be c, Controller in chc.rgc of tho Bureau 
whoso functions would include the -0stublishmont of liaison 
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with Govormnont Dopo.rtmonts, otc. to ensure th:::,t loc:·l offices 
wero in Q posit ion to doo.l vc1i tl1 onquirie s, tl':.,, .Ju ::d'V is ion 
of locc:l off iccrs and ins pc ct ors, the pr,:parr:,. t ion- of n.n c.nnuc'.l 
report, tho initiation of enquiries into m~ttors or ~ublic 
concern in the field of oublic :orvice. The Controller would 
b ,., ""'"'l"'"'f--~1 

·-~~ .~ volunl-r~-- :,..,\ri·c,ov,-, Co':']mir.t,'P, i.-:ho '\'IOUld v ~uv u.,,v....,.. ,.,.; .. . ,_ ... v ... ,J ..... l..,i.. ._, ·-u 1 .• 1. ...J • .,1~ ... • 

r::;viC\' t:'.,.;,, -.::r..u~,l L:pot't, ,(,b::, 1~',comm.:ndations. z-~nd propc.ro 
propo:J::-.13 f'or spccL-,1 cnquirL::::.. 

2nd October, 1961. 


